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English  Land  Restoration  Leaghe. 
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Hon.  Treasurer — f^WlLLlAM  SAUNDERS.  M.P.,  L.C.C. 

General  Secretary — fj^FREDERlCK  Verinder. 

These  (together  with  the  Officers  the  League  and  one  Delegate  from  each 
Club  or  other  Society  affiliated  to  the  League)  form  tint  Kxecutive. 

> Members  of  the  Van  Sub-Committee  (1S93).  \ Trustees  of  the  “Red  Van  Fund." 

Offices: 

8 DUKE  STREET,  ADELPHI,  LONDON,  W.C. 

THE  “red  van  FUND”  is  quite  distinct  from  the  “ funeral  Fund  ’’  of  the  League, 
Cheques,  Postal  Orders,  etc.,  should  be  made  payable  “ to  the  account  of  the 
Red  Van  Fund,"  and  crossed  “ City  Bank,  Ludgate  Hill." 

All  Communications  respecting  the  League  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  at  the  office  as  above. 

The  Campaign  of  the  Land  Restoration  Vans  (1893)  being  now  concluded, 
the  Secretary  is  in  a position  to  arrange  Special  Lectures  on  “ Life  in  our 
Villages,"  “ Land  and  Labour  in  Town  and  Country,"  and  similar  subjects  by 
the  various  Lecturers  who  have  been  travelling  wiUi  the  “ Red  Vans." 

***  SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  " RCO  VAN"  CAMPAIGN  OF  1894  WILL  BC  GLADLY 
RECEIVED  BY  THE  SCCRCTARV  FOR  CON  SI  OE  R A fl  ON  BY  THE  SPCCIAL  SUB- 
COMMI^TTEE. 
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The  Land  Restoration  Vans-1893. 


REPORT. 


1 


Introductory. 

An  edition  of  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  last  "Red  Van  Report,” 
issued  a year  ago.  was  exhausted  shortly  after  midsummer.  The 
report  was  reviewed  by  a large  number  of  newspapers,  and  the 
work  of  the  Vans  during  the  past  twelve  months  has  been  the  subject  of 
report  or  criticism  in  nearly  all  the  principal  English  journals.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  fairly  assumed  that  the  methods  and  objects  of  the  " Red 
Van  " campaign  are  now  well  understood  among  those  who,  whether  as 
friends  or  foes  of  the  Land  Restoration  movement,  are  interested  in  the 
greatest  social  question  of  our  time.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  may 
not  have  seen  the  two  previous  reports— now  out  of  print— the  Com- 
mittee think  it  well  to  repeat  briefly  that  their  efforts  during  the  past 
three  years  have  been  mainly  dev^oted  to  the  three  following  objects : 

(i)  To  educate  the  agricultural  labourers,  by  means  of  lectures,  leaflets, 
etc.,  in  the  principles  of  Land  Restoration  ; (2)  to  promote  their  organisa- 
tion for  the  bettering  of  their  conditions,  and  especially  with  a view  to 
political  action  on  the  Land  Question ; and  (3)  to  collect  accurate 
information  as  to  the  social  condition  of  the  villages.  Speaking  generally, 
the  propagandist  work  of  the  Vans  during  the  campaign  of  1893  has  been 
ably  and  successfully  carried  on  by  the  lecturers  and  their  assistants, 
most  of  whom  had  the  advantage  of  previous  experience.  The  work  of 
organisation  has  been  steadily  continued  in  the  face  of  unusual  difli- 
culties,  arising  largely  from  the  industrial  conditions  resulting  from  an 
early  and  short  harvest  giving  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  employment ; 
and  the  enquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  agricultural  population  in  the 
villages  has  resulted  in  the  collection  of  a large  amount  of  information  of 
unusual  interest. 

As  in  former  years,  the  work  of  the  Vans  has  been  carried  on  in  close 
connection  with  Unions  of  agricultural  and  general  labourers  in  the 
counties  visited.  Registered  under  the  Trades  Union  Acts  of  1871  and 
1876,  these  organisations  have  adopted  the  ordinary  objects  of  trade 
unions,  but  with  an  important  difference  : the  emphasis  is  laid  on  the 
vote  rather  than  on  the  strike.  It  is  true  that,  under  certain  conditions, 
and  after  due  deliberation,  their  members  may  be  called  upon  by  their 
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Executive  to  **  withhold  their  labour/’  but  the  most  elaborate  provision 
is  made  for  exhausting  the  last  possibilities  of  negotiation  and  arbitration 
before  a strike  is  called.  They  propose  to  use  their  combined  voting 
power  at  every  election  of  a national,  county,  district,  or  parish  represen- 
tative, with  the  object  of  bringing  about  the  ultimate  extinction  of 
landlordism.  As  these  Unions  have  no  “ benefit  section  ” they  are  able  to 
carry  on  their  work  on  a comparatively  small  subscription,  and  as  their 
operations  are  confined,  in  most  cases,  within  the  limits  of  a single  county, 
the  members  are  able  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  democratically 
elected  Executive  by  which  each  Union  is  governed  and  its  funds 
administered. 

Three  new  Unions  have  been  formed  since  the  issue  of  the  last  report 
— in  Hertfordshire,  Warwickshire  and  Wiltshire  respectively — and  each 
of  these  has  received  the  help  of  a “ Red  Van  ” during  the  past  summer. 
Another  Van  has  been  working  in  co-operation  with  a Union  in  Norfolk, 
which  is  now  affiliated  to  the  E.L.R.L. 

The  Executive  were  led  by  exceptional  conditions  existing  in  Berkshire 
to  send  the  remaining  Van  on  a second  visit  to  that  county,  where  special 
efforts  seem  to  have  been  made  by  the  landlord  class  to  counteract  the 
effects  of  the  previous  campaign  in  1892. 

The  disposition  of  the  Vans  during  the  period  covered  by  the  present 
report  was  therefore  as  follows  : — 

Van”  No.  i. — Norfolk. — Henry  Ancketill,  then  Organising 
Secretary  of  the  League,  addressed  a series  of  meetings  in  May  in  con- 
nection with  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Amalgamated  Labour  Union. 
(Rrg.  iVu..  T.U.  592  ; Secretary^  George  Edwards,  Aylmerton,  Roughton, 
Norwich.)  The  Van  left  London  on  July  loth,  under  the  charge  of  H.  B. 
Holding,  whose  place  was  taken  after  July  23rd  by  George  Palmer.  The 
meetings  were  held  in  villages  round  Norwich,  and  between  that  city  and 
the  coast  from  Cromer  to  Yarmouth.  In  travelling  to  and  from  Norfolk 
opportunity  was  taken  to  renew  the  friendly  relations  with  the  Eastern 
Counties  Labour  Federation  (with  which  “ Red  Vans  ” have  co-operated 
during  the  past  two  years)  by  a series  of  meetings  in  Essex  and  Suffolk, 
in  connection  with  branches  of  the  Federation. 

''Red  Van''  No.  2. — Hertfordshire. — A meeting  has  been  held  in 
practically  every  village  of  this  county  in  connection  with  the  Hertford- 
shire and  Bedfordshire  Land  and  Labour  League.  Ancketill  addressed 
a number  of  preliminary  meetings  in  January.  A delegate  meeting,  at 
which  the  Union  was  formally  established,  was  held  at  Hatfield  on 
February  i8th.  The  Van  was  in  the  county  from  April  30th  till  near  the 
end  of  September,  under  the  charge  of  W.  W.  Bartlett.  {Re^.  No,  of  Union, 
T.U.  883;  General  Secretary,  W.  H.  Boon.  5 Bridge  Street,  Hitchin. 

"Red  Van”  No.  3. — Berkshire. — The  Van,  with  W.  G.  Pearson  as 
lecturer,  worked  mostly  in  the  Northern  Division,  from  June  to  September, 
and  meetings  were  held  with  Van  No.  5,  as  it  passed  through  the  county  on 
its  way  to  and  from  Wiltshire.  The  meetings  were  held  in  connection  with 
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the  Berkshire  Agricultural  and  General  Workers’  Union,  which  has  been, 
and  still  is,  carrying  on  a plucky  fight  under  the  exceedingly  adverse  condi- 
tions which  prevail  in  this  landlord-ridden  county.  (Reg.  No.,  T.U.  817  ; 
General  Secretary,  L.  E.  Quelch  ; Organising  Secretary,  Ernest  Clarke; 
Registered  Office,  15  Marketplace,  Wokingham.) 

“ Red  Van  ” No.  4. — Warwickshire.— At  the  suggestion  of  Alderman 
Bolton  King,  J.P.,  Ancketill  addressed  six  meetings  in  this  county  in 
March,  and  assisted  to  form  the  first  six  branches.  The  Union  was  con- 
stituted, and  rules  adopted,  on  April  rgth,  at  Leamington.  (Reg.  Vo.,  T.U. 
837 : General  Secretary,  Charles  Canning.  College  Lodge.  Leamington.) 
John  Murdoch  was  the  lecturer  in  charge  of  the  Van,  which  thoroughly 
covered  the  ground  in  the  South-Eastern  and  North-Eastern  Parliamen- 
tary Divisions  of  this  large  county,  to  which  the  Committee  hope  to  be  able 
to  spare  a Van  next  season. 

Excellent  work  had,  however,  been  done  with  this  Van  before  it  left 
for  Warwickshire,  on  May  8th.  At  the  invitation  of  a member  of  the 
Executive  resident  in  the  district,  who  generously  gave  a special  donation 
to  cover  the  cost,  a series  of  meetings  was  held  in  the  Hartford  Division 
of  Kent.  Ancketill,  as  lecturer,  made  good  use  of  the  opportunities  for 
promulgating  the  principles  of  the  League  offered  in  this  suburban  con- 
stituency. It  may  be  interesting  to  mention  that  he  was  accompanied 
during  part  of  his  tour  by  a Russian  journalist,  who  was  writing  on  the 
work  of  the  Vans  in  the  agricultural  districts  for  a Russian  paper. 

"Red  Van”  No.  5.— Wiltshire.— Another  large  county  which  it  was 
found  impossible  to  cover  in  one  season.  The  Wiltshire  General  and 
Agricultural  Workers’  Union  was  founded  last  winter  by  John  S.  Hamilton. 
(R5o'.Vu.,T.U.849:  General  Secretary,]o\\n  S.  Hamilton.  Southgate  House. 
Devizes.)  Ancketill  spoke  at  twelve  meetings  in  February.  The  Van 
arrived  in  the  county,  tvVi  Berkshire,  early  in  May,  and  returned  to  London 
on  September  29th,  having  visited  all  the  villages  of  East  and  South 
Wilts.  Benjamin  Riley  was  the  lecturer. 

The  lecturers  were  welcomed  back  to  London  on  September  30th, 
at  a social  gathering  at  the  residence  of  Thomas  Shore,  a member  of  the 
Executive,  at  which  a number  of  members  and  friends  of  the  League  were 
invited  to  inspect  the  Vans  as  fitted  out  for  the  campaign.  The  lecturers 
w^ere  shortly  afterwards  entertained  to  supper  by  the  Democratic  Club,  the 
Rev.  Stewart  D.  Headlam  in  the  chair.  At  these  gatherings  the  lecturers 
present  gave  brief  reviews  of  the  work  done  in  the  several  counties. 

The  following  is  a complete  table  of  all  the  meetings  held  under  the 
“Red  Van  ” Trust  during  1893,  including  the  preliminary  meetings  held 
by  way  of  preparation  for  the  visit  of  the  Vans : — 
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Prelimi-  Meetings  with  Vans. 

County. 

nary 

Meetings  No.  i. 

No.  2. 

Xo.  3. 

No.  4. 

No.  5. 

Total. 

Bedfordshire  .... 

.. 

2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 

Berkshire  

• • ^ * 

» • 

75 

• • 

9 

84 

8 

Buckinghamshire 

• • * * 

• • 

I 

6 

I 

E<;^py 

7 

# • 

• • 

7 

Hertfordshire  . . 

13 

120 

♦ # 

133 

ICpnt  

• • 

18 

• • 

18 

Middlesex 

3 

3 

I 

7 

Nrirfnik  

7 55 

• • 

. . 

• # 

02 

Northamptonsh. . 

I 

I 

Oxfordshire  . . . . 

• • * • 

• » 

4 

♦ • 

4 

Siiflolk  

10 

• • 

• • 

• • 

10 

Warwickshire  . . 

7 

• • 

loC' 

• • 

113 

\Vi]t«Nhire  

12  ! . . 

• • 

120 

132 

1 39  72 

1 1 

125 

76 

138 

131 
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An  Important  Conference. 

At  the  request  of  several  of  the  Unions,  the  Executive  of  the  League, 
shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  campaign,  called  a Conference 
of  Delegates  to  consider  questions  of  common  interest.  The  Conference 
met  on  October  i6th,  in  the  board  room  of  the  Working  Men’s  Club 
and  Institute  Union,  Limited,  Clerkenwell  Road,  London.  The 
following  Unions  were  represented  : —Berkshire  Agricultural  and 
General  Workers’  Union,  Hertfordshire  and  Bedfordshire  Land  and 
Labour  League,  London  and  Counties  Labour  League,  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Amalgamated  Labour  Union,  Warwickshire  Agricultural 
and  General  Workers’  Union,  and  Wiltshire  Agricultural  and  General 
Workers’  Union.  Fred.  Verinder,  General  Secretary  of  the  League, 
was  unanimously  elected  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Conference,  which 
sat  for  nearly  eight  hours,  and  accomplished  a large  amount  of  useful 
work,  besides  making  a careful  examination  of  the  Parish  Councils  Bill 
from  the  labourer’s  point  of  view.  The  resolutions  adopted  were  as 
follows : — 

1.  That  a Manifesto  on  the  unemployed  question  be  issued  from  this  Conference, 
and  that  the  Union  Secretaries  now  present  meet  to  formulate  the  same.  [The  publi- 
cation of  the  Manifesto  was  afterwards  postponed,  pending  the  result  of  a long  corre- 
spondence which  arose  between  the  Secretary  and  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
Resolution  2.] 

2.  That  the  Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  Fowler,  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  be 
requested  to  receive  a deputation  of  delegates  from  the  various  labourers'  Unions  to  urge 
the  necessity  of  his  immediately  formulating  and  publishing  Rules  or  Regulations 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  old  Acts  of  George  III.  and  William  IV.,  empowering  the 
Guardians  to  hire  land  for  Allotments,  and  also  to  impress  upon  him  the  importance  of 
using  all  his  powers  as  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  induce  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  in.  the  rural  districts  to  provide  work  for  the  unemployed. 
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3.  That  this  Conference  considers  it  necessary  that  the  following  amendments  be 

made  in  the  Local  Government  Bill.*  .... 

4.  That  this  Conference  protests  against  the  iniquitous  system  prevailing  in  so 
many  counties,  under  which  labourers  are  compelled  to  live  in  cottages  belonging  to 
the  farmers,  as  being  detrimental  to  freedom  and  as  tending  to  reduce  wages  to  a 

minimum;  and  calls  upon  the  Government  to  insert  a clause  in  the  Local  Government 
Bill  to  the  effect  that  (i)  the  Irish  Acts  with  reference  to  labourers’  cottages  shall  with 
the  necessary  moditicatioiis  apply  to  England  and  Wales,  and  (2)  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  be  empowered  to  make  such  modifications  by  Rules  in  the  said 
Acts,  and  such  Rules  shall  have  effect  as  if  contained  in  the  Act. 

5.  This  Conference  protests  against  the  general  tone  of  the  Sub-Commissioners 
Reports  on  the  Agricultural  Labourer,  as  being  far  more  favourable  than  the  facts 
warrant,  and  asks  the  public  to  withhold  its  judgment  until  an  opportunity  be  afforded 
of  taking  statements  from  the  labourers  themselves. 

6.  That  ill  the  opinion  of  this  Conference  the  principal  cause  of  the  poverty  of  the 
workers  in  the  rural  districts  is  the  monopoly  by  the  few  of  the  land  which  is  the 
common  birthright  of  all.  and  that  no  lasting  improvement  in  the  condition  ot  tim 
agricultural  labourer  can  be  effected  unless  and  until  the  system  of  private  ownership 
of  land  is  abolished  and  the  whole  of  the  rent  of  the  land  taken  in  taxation  for  general 

public  purposes. 

How  Landlords  Argue. 

Whoever  else  may  be  doubtful  as  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  " Red 
Van"  campaign  against  landlordism,  the  landlords  and  their  friends 
have  no  doubts  whatever  on  the  subject.  The  better  the  work  of  the 
Vans  becomes  known,  the  more  bitter  becomes  the  opposition  of  the 
landlord  class.  Their  methods  this  year  have  included,  in  addition  to 
the  inevitable  attacks  upon  the  League  and  the  labourers’  Unions  m 
the  Tory  press,  a merciless  application  of  the  “boycott.”  and  the  offering 

of  actual  personal  violence  to  some  of  the  lecturers.  ...  . , . 

Berkshire  has  earned  for  itself  an  unenviable  distinction  in  this 
respect  There  is  probably  no  other  county  in  England  so  completely 
under  the  domination  of  the  Tory  landlord  as  Berkshire.  Every  type  of 
landlord  flourishes  there,  from  the  spendthrift  and  profligate  absentee 
"nobleman"  to  the  benevolent  despot  who  builds  " model  villages  m 
which  the  workers  obtain  as  “ charity.”  at  the  sacrifice  of  their  citizen 
rights,  some  slight  material  advantage  over  their  neighbours.!  Special 
efforts  seem  to  have  been  made  during  the  svinter  of  1892-3  to  stamp 
out  the  “discontent”  which  had  been  “fostered”  by  the  visit  of  the  “Rvd 
Van  ” in  the  preceding  summer.  When  it  was  known  that  the  League  had 
entered  upon  a second  crusade  in  the  county,  some  people  seem  to  have 
completely  lost  their  tempers.  So  entirely  are  the  labourers  under 
the  thumbs  of  the  village  magnates  that  the  mere  presence  of  the  land- 
lord or  his  agent  or  of  the  big  farmer  at  the  meeting  was  sufficient  to 
repress  all  demonstrations  of  approval  or  sympathy,  unless  the  night 

* The  amendments  related  to  franchise;  use  of  schoolroom  for  public  meetings; 
control  of  charities ; allotments  (abolition  of  one-acre  liimi) ; prohibition  of  sale  of 
public  lands  ; protection  of  commons  and  village  greens;  and  labourers  cottages. 

. t It  is  said  that  the  ■' English  Gentleman,”  caricatured  by  J.  F.  Sullivan  as  “ Sir 
Ogre  de  Covetous,”  is  a Berkshire  landlord,  and  those  who  know  him  do  not  consider 
the  picture  overdrawn.  (See  The  Queer  Side  of  E*.n«ord.«»  with  17  illustrations, 
reprinted  from  tlie  Strand  Magazine.  Published  at  the  League  oftce,  one  penny.l 
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happened  to  be  quite  dark;  for  the  labourer  who  votes  for  a Land 
League  resolution  becomes  a marked  man,  and  may  have  to  pay  the 
penalty  of  eviction.  Sometimes  the  representatives  of  law  and  order 
attempted  a little  horse-play,  or  tried  to  bribe  the  labourers  to  mob  the 
lecturer.  Under  cover  of  darkness  the  defenders  of  “law  and  order’* 
three  times  attacked  men  who  were  (or  were  supposed  to  be)  peacefully 
sleeping  in  the  Van  ; twice  they  tried  to  run  the  Van  and  its  occupants 
into  the  river ; once  they  tried  to  send  it  and  its  inmates,  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  down  a steep  hill ; and  once — with  unwonted  courage — some 
organised  roughs  made  an  open  attack  upon  the  lecturer  at  an  evening 
meeting.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  these  disorderly  persons  were 
drawn  not  from  the  " masses  ” but  from  the  " classes  ” of  the  village. 

For  some  time  it  seemed  as  if  these  assailants  were  to  find  willing  allies 
in  the  county  police.  Night  after  night  the  lecturer  was  threatened  with 
prosecution  for  holding  his  meeting  in  some  open  space  or  other,  or  for 
“causing  an  obstruction”  with  the  Van  before  or  after  the  meeting. 
Shut  out  of  the  domains  of  private  landlords,  often  excluded  from  the 
inns,*  and  harassed  by  the  police  along  the  roads  and  on  the  open  spaces 
and  village  greens,  the  lecturer  had  good  reason  to  appreciate  the  taunt 
of  an  opponent  that  lecturing  with  a “ Red  Van  ” was  “ a very  nice  job 
this  fine  weather.”  At  last  the  storm  broke.  A summons  for  obstruction, 
returnable  on  August  ist,  was  taken  out  by  the  Superintendent  of  Police 
at  Abingdon.  Mr.  A.  R.  Cluer,  barrister,  of  London,  appeared  for  the 
defence,  instructed  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Simonds,  hon.  solicitor  to  the  League. 
The  charge  of  **  obstruction  ” broke  down  hopelessly  under  cross-examina- 
tion, and  the  summons  was  promptly  dismissed.  After  the  report  of  the 
case  appeared  in  the  county  papers  nothing  more  was  heard  of  the  other 
threatened  prosecutions,  the  police  returned  to  their  ordinary  duties, 
and  the  rowdiness  of  the  opposition  was  cansiderably  abated. 

A Reactionary  County  Council. 

The  Essex  County  Council — a body  eminently  representative  of  Essex 
landlordism — recently  submitted  to  the  Home  Secretary  for  approval 
certain  draft  Bye-laws,  which  embodied  a dangerous  and  very  insidious 
attack  upon  the  work  which  is  being  done  by  means  of  lecturing  vans: — 

BYE-LAWS, 

Made  by  the  County  Council  of  Essex  on  the  3rd  day  of  October,  1893, 
FOR  THE  Good  Rule  and  Government  of  so  much  of  the  County  as  is  situate 
WITHIN  the  Metropolitan  Police  District. 


I.  An  owner  ofland  shall  not  cause  or  suffer  any  such  land  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  any  Highway  or  Street,  or  of  any  Dwelling  Hou.se,  to  be  occupied  so  as  to  cause 
annoyance,  injury,  or  disturbance  to  residents  in  the  neighbourhood  by  any  Tent- 
dweller,  Squatter,  Gipsey  or  any  other  person  dwelling  in  a Tent,  or  Van,  or  other 
similar  Structure. 


* E.^.i  at  Theale  no  sort  of  accommodation  for  Van  or  horse  could  be  obtained  at  , 
any  public-house  in  the  village.  This  unanimity  is  especially  suspicious  in  face  of  the 
fact  that  several  of  the  houses  are  “ tied*'  to  a local  brewer,  svho  publicly  denounced  the 

Van  and  all  its  works  on  the  occasion  of  its  former  visit. 
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2.  A Tent-dweller,  Squatter.  Gipsey  or  other  person  shall  not  use  as  a dwelling- 
place  so  as  to  cause  annoyance,  injury  or  disturbance  to  residents  in  the  neighbouihood 
any  tent  or  van  or  other  similar  structure  placed  on  any  land  situated  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  any  Highway  or  Street  or  of  any  dwelling-place. 

3.  No  Tent,  Van  or  other  similar  Structure  shall  be  pitched,  erected,  drawn  on  to  or 
remain  on  any  Common,  or  the  unenclosed  waste  of  any  Manor,  so  as  to  cause 
annoyance,  injury  or  disturbance  to  residents  in  the  neighbourhood. 

PENALTIES. 

Every  person  who  shall  offend  against  either  of  the  foregoing  Bye-laws  shall  be 
liable  for  every  such  oflfence  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  Five  Pounds. 

The  Common  Seal  of  the  said  County  Council  of  Essex  was  hereunto  affixed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  said  County  Council  held  this  third  day  of  October  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-three  pursuant  to  a resolution  then  passed  and  in  the  presence  of— 
Seal.  Andrew  Johnston,  Keeper  of  the  Key  of  the  Seal. 

H.  Gibson,  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

The  original  draft  of  the  Bye-laws  was  even  more  drastic  than  that 
here  printed  ; the  restriction  of  their  operation  to  the  Metropolitan  Police 
District,  and  the  insertion  of  the  saving  clause  about  “ annoyance,  etc., 
being  due  to  objections  taken  by  the  Home  Secretary  himself,  before 
the  Bye-laws  came  under  the  notice  of  the  League. 

The  Van  Sub-Committee  of  the  League  immediately  lodged  a protest 
against  these  Bye-laws  with  the  Home  Secretary  ; memorialised  the  Privy 
Council  in  favour  of  their  disallowance ; and  appealed  to  the  various 
organisations  of  Van  dwellers,  and  to  the  Societies  using  Vans  for 
propagandist  purposes,  to  join  in  their  protest.  They  represented  that 

(1)  If  these  Bye-laws  were  sanctioned  by  the  Horae  Department  a disastrous  blow 
would  be  struck  at  the  right  of  public  meeting  in  the  rural  districts;  that  the  illegal 
enclosure  of  commons  and  waste  lands  would  thereby  be  greatly  facilitated ; and 
large  amount  of  educational  work  in  the  villages,  now  carried  on  by  the  \ans  of  the 
League  and  of  various  other  social,  political,  religious,  temperance  and  educational 

bodies  would  be  put  a stop  to. 

(2)  That  the  saving  clause  would  not  protect  the  League— plenty  of  landlords 
would  be  ready  to  give  evidence  that  the  Red  Van,”  with  its  lecturer  holding  forth  on 
” their  ” common  or  village  green,  is  ” occupied  so  as  to  cause  annoyance,  injury  or 
disturbance  ” to  them. 

(3>  That  Section  9 of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1885,  gives  large 
and  sufficient  powers  to  the  sanitary  authority  to  deal  with  tents,  vans,  or  similar 
structures  which  may  be  in  such  a state  as  to  te  a nuisance,  or  injurious  to  health,  or 
overcrowded,  or  in  which  persons  may  be  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease.  The 
new  Bye-laws  are  therefore  (a)  unnecessary  ; (6)  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Statute, 
because  their  effect  will  be,  not  to  regulate  the  use  of  Vans  in  the  interests  of  public 
health,  but  altogether  to  suppress  their  use  for  trading  or  propagandist  purposes. 

At  the  request  of  the  League,  the  Home  Secretary  first  enlarged  by 
three  months  the  period  within  which  the  Bye-laws  should  not  come  into 
force,  and  then,  having  considered  the  League’s  objections,  gave  the 
Essex  County  Council  a strong  hint,  upon  which  they  acted,  with  the 
following  result,  as  recorded  in  the  Local  Government  Journal. 

To  meet  the  objections  of  the  "Red  Van”  League  and  other  associations  sending 
lecturers  into  the  country,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Essex  County  Council 
have  remodelled  the  Bye-laws  which  they  some  time  ago  submitted  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary  for  the  good  rule  and  government  of  that  part  of  the  county  which  is  within  the 
Metropolitan  Police  District.  The  bye-law  to  which  special  objection  was  taken  pro- 
vided that  "no  tent,  van,  or  other  similar  structure  shall  be  pitched,  erected,  drawn 
on  to  or  remain  on  any  common  or  the  unenclosed  waste  of  any  manor,  so  as  to  cause 
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annoyance,  injury  or  disturbance  to  residents  in  the  neighbourhood.*’  It  is  now  pro- 
posed to  omit  this  altogether,  and  to  add  the  following  proviso: — “Provided  that 
nothing  in  these  Bye  laws  shall  apply  to  tents,  vans,  and  similar  structures  used  for  the 
accommodation  of  preachers,  lecturers,  and  persons  holding  public  meetings.” — L.  G.  J., 

Jan.  6th,  1894. 

The  Village  Greens. 

This  complete  victory  for  the  League  was  a fitting  termination  to  a ^ 

struggle  carried  on  during  the  whole  summer  against  a long  series  of 
attempts  to  shut  the  open  spaces  of  the  villages  against  the  “ Red  Vans.’ 

It  was  a special  instruction  to  the  lecturers  that,  in  choosing  a meeting  place, 

they  were  to  give  the  preference  to  any  common  or  village  green,  the  ^ 

public  use  of  which  might  be  in  dispute  between  landlord  and  people. 

Quite  early  in  the  campaign  it  became  a matter  of  common  occurrence 
for  the  Van  to  be  visited  by  a flunkey  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  or  of  the 
owner  of  " the  big  house,”  or  by  the  village  policeman,  with  an  intimation 
that  ” vans  were  not  allowed  to  stand  ” on  the  green  or  common,  or  that 
Mr.  P.  or  Lord  Q.  “did  not  permit”  public  meetings  to  be  held  there. 

Sometimes  the  great  man  himself  set  forth  his  pretentions.  Nowand  then 
the  lecturer  was  informed  that  the  Liberal  Van  or  the  Salvation  Army  had 
been  warned  off  the  ground  on  some  former  occasion,  and  it  was  hinted 
that  unless  the  “ Red  Van  ” followed  their  example  terrible  consequences 
might  be  expected  to  follow.  The  address  of  the  League  and  the  name  of 
the  lecturer  were  solemnly  recoraed  in  the  policeman's  note-book.  Occa- 
sionally some  usurper  of  public  rights  went  off  post-haste  to  consult  his  ^ » 

solicitor.  But  in  no  single  case  had  these  threats  the  desired  effect.  The 
meetings  were  held,  and  these  instances  of  “ landlordism  in  the  making” 
aftorded  useful  texts  for  the  speeches.  Threats  of  prosecution  reached  the 
office  daily,  but  in  not  a single  instance  was  a summons  actually  issued.*  ^ 

The  landlords  are  beginning  to  recognise  the  truth  of  Henry  George’s  ^ 

prophecy  that  if  they  once  come  out  into  the  open  to  fight  for  their 
“ rights  ” the  battle  of  Land  Restoration  will  be  won. 

A Striking  Contrast. 


In  the  fifteenth  century,  as  Professor  Thorold  Rogers  has  shown, f I 

the  ordinary  wages  of  agricultural  labourers  were  equivalent  to  about  24/-  I 

a week  of  our  currency,  with  an  increase  of  about  50  per  cent,  in  harvest  I 

time.  Provisions  were  extraordinarily  cheap.  The  work  was  probably  ■ 

far  more  regular  than  now;  eight  hours  was  a working  day.  When  women 
worked  in  the  fields — which  was  rarely — they  were  equally  well  paid  with  l 

the  men.  The  peasant’s  hut  and  curtilage  was  occupied  at  a fixed  rent  ; 

of  2/-  a year,  which  would  be  less  than  td.  a week  of  our  money  ; the  j 

curtilage  of  his  cottage  was  far  larger  than  the  villager’s  garden  is  in  our  j 

time ; he  had  his  share  in  the  common  of  pasture  ; he  was  able  to  keep  j 

poultry,  probably  a cow,  certainly  pigs ; his  employer  constantly  gave 
him  portions  of  food,  under  the  name  of  nonschenes,  daily;  in  harvest 
time  his  wages  were  not  only  increased,  but  he  was  frequently  boarded  as 
well. 


♦ The  unsuccessful  charge  at  Abingdon  above  referred  to  was  one  of  breaking  a 
a borough  bye-law  by  causing  an  “obstruction  ” in  the  market-place. 

i Six  Centuries  of  Work  and  Wages  (1884);  pp.  327  ff.,  540  ff. 
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Nothing  could  well  exce3d  the  sharpness  of  the  contrast  which  presents 
itself  when  we  compare  the  condition  of  things  thus  described  with  the 
present  condition  of  the  agricultural  labourer.  There  is  little  to  add 
to  the  detailed  statements  made  in  last  year’s  report,  except  that  they 
apply,  with  slight  variations,  to  the  counties  visited  since,  and  that  where 
there  is  any  change  to  be  noted  it  is  invariably  a change  for  the  worse. 

The  ordinary  wages  of  a day  labourer  in  East  and  South  Wilts  are 
generally  about  10/-  a week  (i  8 a day),  but  9/-,  and  even  8/-  only,  are 
paid  by  some  employers.  Over  the  greatest  part  of  Hertfordshire  ii/- 
and  12/-  are  paid  to  the  daymen,  or,  where  a cottage  is  provided,  a shilling 
a week  less.  The  wages  in  the  parts  of  Norfolk  visited  this  year  are  about 
the  same  as  in  Hertfordshire.  The  formation  of  the  Labourers’  Union  in 
Berkshire  had  the  effect,  during  last  winter  and  summer,  of  preventing  a 
reduction  below  the  figures  quoted  in  last  year’s  report.  Weekly  wages 
Qf  13/-,  14/-  and  15/-  are  common  in  Warwickshire ; often  the  pay  is  lower, 
and  sometimes  higher ; but  cottages  are  considerably  dearer  than  in  the 
other  counties.* 

The  wages  above  quoted  are  summer  wages,  subject  in  most  instances 
to  a reduction  of  2d.  a day  in  winter,  when  the  total  weekly  earnings  are 
still  further  reduced  by  the  greater  irregularity  of  employment,  the 
labourers  being  usually  paid  only  for  the  days  they  are  actually  at  work. 

Men  whose  work  includes  the  care  of  horses  and  cattle  are  usually  paid 
ij—  3.  week  over  and  above  daymen’s  wages,  with  sometimes  a free  cottage, 
but  their  hours  of  work  are  much  longer,  and  include  Sunday  attendance 
on  the  stock. 

Harvest  pay  varies  greatly.  The  long  hours  and  hard  work  of  the 
harvest  season  are  sometimes  compensated  by  increased  or  doubled  wages, 
sometimes  overtime  money  is  paid  by  the  hour  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
pay,  sometimes  a lump  sum  is  paid  for  the  whole  harvest,  sometimes  the 
pay  is  “by  the  piece”  at  so  much  an  acre.  Everywhere  the  harvest 
earnings  of  1893  seem  to  have  been  less  than  usual,  those  who  have  had 
the  work  getting  i5/-or /i  less  than  in  former  years,  while  many  men 
usually  employed  have  this  year  found  themselves  “ without  a harvest.” 
Bad  farming,  the  laying  down  of  arable  land  to  grass,  and  the  introduction 
of  machinery  t are  rendering  the  high  pay  of  harvest,  of  which  so  much  is 

* The  Buntinsford  and  Roysion  Guardians  presented  a memorial  to  the  Hertfordshire 
County  Council  in  September  last  to  the  effect  “that  the  w’ages  paid  by  the  County 
Council  to  such  labourers  [as  they  employ  on  the  roads]  is  excessive  in  proportion  to  their 
labour,  and  exceeds  the  wages  paid  to  the  agricultural  labourers  in  ih\s  district.  The 
*•  excessive”  wages  paid  by  the  Council  amounted  to  13/-  a week,  which  was  of  course  a 
nett  wage,  with  no  haivest  pay.  allowances  or  extras.  A little  later  the  Abingdon 
Guardians  (Berks),  when  compelled  by  the  agitation  of  the  Berkshire  Labourers  Union 
to  find  work  for  the  unemployed,  refused  to  pay  more  than  1/6  a day,  on  the  ground  that 
the  local  farmers  were  paying  their  men  no  more.  In  December  the  Maidstone  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  (Kent)  on  the  same  ground  cut  down  the  wages  of  their  roadmen  from 
z'4  to  2/-  a day.  These  frank  confessions  on  the  part  of  public  bodies,  largely  composed 
of  farmers,  afford  valuable  corroboration  of  the  accuracy  of  the  “ Red  Van  " reports,  and 
serve  to -justify  the  fifth  resolution  passed  at  the  Labourers’  Conference  and  above 

quoted  (see  p.  7). 

f The  same  causes  are  rapidly  transforming  the  day  worker  into  a mere  casual 
labourer. 
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SOME  LABOURERS’  BUDGETS. 
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said,  a mere  tradition;  and  an  opinion  is  generally  expressed  in  many  I 

districts  that,  after  paying  for  the  extra  food  and  drink  necessitated  by  the  |< 

extra  toil,  the  harvest  leaves  little  or  no  surplus  over  the  ordinary  wages.  1 

Women  who  work  in  the  fields  are  paid,  for  somewhat  shorter  hours  I 

than  the  men,  from  8d.  or  gd.  to  1/2  a day.  I 

The  Depopulation  of  the  Villages. 

The  increase  of  population  between  1881  and  1891  over  all  Kngland  j 

and  Wales  was  117  per  cent.  None  of  the  counties  visited  during  the  past  ^ 

year  show  anything  like  this  normal  increase,  though  some  of  them  have  | 

populous  industrial  centres  within  their  area.  Berkshire  and  Warwickshire  4 

have  increased  9 2 per  cent.;  Hertfordshire,  8 4;  Norfolk  and  Wiltshire 
only  2’7  and  2 3 per  cent,  respectively.  As  was  pointed  out  in  last  year  s 
report,  although  the  increase  in  Berkshire  is  less  than  the  normal,  more 
than  half  of  it  has  gone  to  swell  the  population  of  Reading,  and  in  thirteen 
of  the  thirty  “ registration  sub-districts  ” into  which  the  county  is  divided, 
there  is  an  actual  decrease.  Hertfordshire  has  28  sub-districts,  eight  of 
them  show  a decrease,  and  in  many  of  the  others  the  increase  is  but  slight. 

Norfolk,  with  59  sub-districts,  has  decreased  in  38  of  them,  and  in  17  others 

the  increase  is  below  the  normal.  The  nett  increase  for  the  whole  county 

is  10,857,  but  the  Norwich  district  has  an  increase  of  13,128,  leaving  a nett 

decrease  of  2,271  for  the  rest  of  the  county.  IVaruickshire  has  mcreased 

by  71,245,  which  is  almost  entirely  accounted  for  by  Aston,  Solihull,  I 

Coventry  and  Nuneaton;  and  in  17  out  of  39  sub-districts  there  is  a loss 

of  population.  In  Wiltshire  (increase  2 3 per  cent.)  Swindon  (with  great 

railway  works)  shows  a very  large  increase  (38  per  cent.) ; Alderbury 

(near  Salisbur>)  has  increased  nearly  19  percent.;  Highworth  is  about 

normal.  But  of  the  37  sub-districts  in  the  county,  27  have  decreased  and 

seven  others  have  increased  at  less  than  the  normal  rate.  Over  the  whole 

agricultural  area  of  the  county  there  is  an  actual  or  virtual  decrease  of 

population. 

Sweated  Women. 

From  three  of  the  counties  visited,  the  lecturers  have  reported  an 
extensive  system  of  sweating,  of  which  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the 
agricultural  labourers  are  the  victims.  In  the  villages  between  Colchester 
and  Ipswich,  women  are  employed  by  certain  London  firms  to  " finish  ’ 
trcusers  and  other  garments.  The  price  which  the  women  get  for 

finishing,”— *.e.,  for  stitching  linings  into  trousers,  putting  on  numerous 
buttons,  pressing  and  finishing  all  buttonholes,  and  fixing  six  tackings 
is,  in  the  case  of  corduroy  and  moleskin  trousers,  twopence  a pair.  Buttons 
are  supplied,  but  the  worker  has  to  spend  threepence  for  thread  on  every 
dozen  pairs  of  trousers.  For  tweed  and  other  materials  of  a compara- 
tively thin  sort,  or^\y  five  farthings  a pair  are  paid.  In  some  cases  investi- 
gated by  the  lecturer,  the  earnings  of  women  at  this  work  averaged  only 
one  penny  an  hour.  A firm  at  Ipswich  sends  out  linen  and  flannel  trousers 
(for  tennis,  boating,  etc.),  to  be  made  throughout— that  is,  bundles  of  a 
dozen  "shapes”  are  supplied,  and  for  putting  these  together  with  a 
sewing  machine,  making  and  fixing  pockets,  putting  on  eleven  buttons. 
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ironing  and  finishing,  the  worker  gets  sixpence  a pair.  Boys’  knicker- 
bockers are  aho  made  out  of  materials  supplied  for  twopence  a pair. 

In  the  villages  around  Abingdon  (Berkshire)  a good  deal  of  " slop  " 
work  is  done  by  women.  They  are  paid  2jd.  to  3jd.  per  pair  for  finishing 
trousers,  for  which  they  have  to  find  their  own  cotton  and  thread.  They 
have  also  to  deliver  the  goods  themselves,  or  to  pay  their  carriage  to 
Abingdon. 

The  women  of  Hertfordshire  and  Bedfordshire  are  largely  engaged  in 
another  sorely-sweated  industry- — the  making  of  straw-plait.  The  work  is 
paid  for  by  the  score  yards,  at  from  ijd.  or  2d.  (for  four-straw  “ rustic  ”)  to 
5d.,  or  for  the  most  difficult  kinds,  such  as  16-straw  brilliant,  6d.  or  yd.  per 
score.  In  some  cases  the  straw  seems  to  be  found  by  the  dealer ; generally 
the  worker  has  to  pay  for  it.  Thus,  when  the  Van  visited  Great  Offley, 
women  were  there  making  an  ii-straw  plait  in  two  colours  at  3d.  per 
score,  from  which  about  2d.  must  be  deducted  for  the  straw.  A woman 
whom  the  lecturer  interviewed  at  Hemel  Hempstead  was  making 
“ 7-straw  split."  She  had  to  provide  herself  with  a '*  mill”  costing  half- 
a-crown,  and  a "machine”  (4d.)  for  splitting  the  straws.  A bundle  of 
white  straws  cost  3d.,  and  one  of  blue  straws,  3d.,  which  mitst  be  bought 
from  the  dealer  to  whom  the  plait  is  sold.  The  straws  will  work  up,  if 
good,  into  about  five  score  of  plait.  If  the  plait  is  exceptionally  good,  the 
price  paid  is  4d.  per  score,  but  the  price  is  liable  to  arbitrary  reduction  if 
the  dealer  is  not  satisfied.  Ths  five  score  would,  therefore,  not  bring  more 
than  IS.  8d.,  from  which  8d.  must  be  deducted  for  the  cost  of  the  straw. 
*'  If  I commence  about  nine  in  the  morning  and  leave  off  at  nine  at  night," 
said  the  woman,  "doing  some  house  work  between  whiles.  I can  do  25 
yards,  which  will  bring  me  in  ' clear  ’ about  threepence.  It  is  poor  enough 
pay,  but  as  I have  the  children  to  look  after  I can  do  nothing  else.* 
Where  this  sort  of  work  is  largely  done,  the  homes  of  the  labourers  are 
grievously  neglected,  and  intemperance  is  said  to  be  prevalent.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  dealers  form  a " ring,"  in  whose  hands  the  poor  workers 
are  absolutely  helpless.  When  the  "Red  Van’*  visited  the  Tring  Plait 
Market  on  September  8th,  the  dealers,  taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that 
harvest  was  nearly  over,  and  that  many  men  whose  wives  were  plaiters, 
were  out  of  work,  were  reducing  the  already  starvation  prices  by  a half- 
penny or  more  per  score  yards ! 

The  hat-making  appears  to  be  but  little  better.  The  women  who 
make  men’s  “boaters,"  for  instance,  are  paid  by  the  "score"  at  2id.  or 
3d.  As  a "boater  " will  take  about  three-quarters  of  a score  of  plait,  the 
nett  price  for  making,  after  paying  for  thread,  is  about  three-halfpence 
per  hat. 

Slavery  in  East  Wilts. 

The  wages  of  the  ordinary  day-labourer  in  East  Wilts  are  10/-,  or  less 
per  week,  and  he  is,  of  course,  liable  to  dismissal  any^  day,  practically 
without  notice.  But  there  is  a numerous  class  of  workers  in  this  pastoral 
district  who  enjoy  a certain  security  of  tenure  under  agreements,  signed 
by  " master"  and  " servant  " at  or  about  Michaelmas,  and  constituting  a 
hiring  for  a year.  The  forms  of  agreement  for  cowmen,  shepherds,  and 
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carters  are  so  similar  in  their  principal  clauses  that  a common  printed 
form  is  used,  the  amount  of  wages  and  of  the  bonuses,*  and  certain  details 
as  to  work  and  hours  being  filled  in,  in  writing.  The  following  agreement, 
exactly  copied  from  one  of  several  now  in  the  possession  of  the  League,  is 
worthy  of  careful  study.  It  is  printed  on  blue  paper  of  quarto  size, 
apparently  torn  out  of  a book  of  similar  forms,  the  words  here  printed  in 
italics  being  inserted  in  writing  : — 

Memorandum  of  Agreement  made  this  tiventieth  day  of  September  1889  between 
William  /^ow/c  hereinafter  called  the  Master,  of  the  one  part,  and  Andrc’iv 

Coiizens  for  his  son  Jesse  Couzens.  hereinafter  called  the  Servant,  of  the  other  part. 

The  Servant  hereby  agrees  to  serve  the  Master  from  Old  Michaelmas^  i88g,  to  Old 
Michaelmas,  1890,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  more  particularly  in  the  capacity  of  Cowman, 
but  also  in  any  work  that  may  be  required  ot  him  within  his  power  when  not  employed 
in  the  particular  service  for  which  he  is  hired,  and  to  work  and  lodge,  when  required,  on 
any  of  the  farms  in  the  occupation  of  the  Master. 

The  Servant  further  agrees  to  be  always  at  his  work  at  all  hours  and  times  required 
by  the  Master  or  his  Agent,  and  to  milk  not  less  than  ten  cows  at  a milking  and  more  if  re- 
quired, To  be  cleanly,  quiet  ami  quick  in  milking,  not  to  ill-treat  the  cuttle,  or  to  use  profane 
or  indecent  language^ 

In  return  for  the  above  services  the  Master  agrees  to  pay  the  servant  Shillings 

per  week  to  Old  Lady  Day  next  thence  to  Old  Michaelmas,  1890,  Eight  Shillings  per  week 
And  at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  if  he  shall  have  conducted  himself  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  Master  during  the  said  term,  AND  ONLY  in  such  case  to  give  him  over 
and  above  his  wages.  Thirty-five  Shillings,  It  is  also  agreed  that  any  cow  found  to  be  only 

partially  milked  the  Servant  shall  submit  to  be  fined  a sum  not  exceeding  Two  Shillings  and 

Sixpence.X 

It  is  also  Agreed  That  should  the  said  Servant  absent  himself  at  any  time  (by 
being  late  in  the  morning  or  otherwise)  from  his  work,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Master. 
as  he  may  see  fit,  either  to  rescind  this  agreement  or  to  deduct  from  the  weekly  wages 
of  the  said  Servant  a sum  not  exceeding  twopence  for  every  quarter  of  an  hour  he  is 
so  absent. 

It  is  also  hereby  Agreed; — That  should  the  said  Servant  be  prevented  by 
accident,  sickness,  or  any  other  cause  whatever,  from  attending  to  his  duties,  an  amount 
equivalent  to  the  time  he  is  so  incapacitated  shall  be  deducted  from  his  wages  ; and  it 
is  further  agreed,  that  should  there  be  any  negligence  or  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the 


* The  ordinary  wages  seem  to  be  (1892-93): — Head  shepherds,  12s.  a week,  with  50s. 
bonus  (if  the  master  is  entirely  satisfied),  with,  perhaps,  an  extra  bonus  if  they  rear  on  a 
average  90  lambs  from  every  100  ewes;  under  shepherds,  iis.  a week,  with  smaller 
bonuses  ; carters,  12s.  a week  and  £3  at  Michaelmas  ; cowmen,  los.  a week. 

f The  Shepherds'  agreements  omit  all  the  italicised  words  after  Agent.” 

J Shepherd’s  agreement  reads;— “In  return  for  the  above  services  the  Master 
agrees  to  pay  the  Servant  Twelve  Shillings  per  week,  and  if  there  is  950  lambs  from  the 
about  1,280  ewes  put  to  the  ram  at  tailing  time,  or  the  first  of  Mayjhesiimof  Forty  Shillings. 
And  at  the  expiration  ot  his  term,  if  he  shall  have  conducted  himself  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  Master  during  the  said  term,  and  only  IN  SUCH  case,  to  give  him  over 
and  above  his  wages  Fifty  Shillings,  and  Sixpence  per  head  for  all  lambs  over  1.0^0,  the 
lambs  to  be  counted  at  the  time  of  sale,  or  at  Michaelmas,  1890.  also  house  rent  free,  but  should 
the  Servant  have  lodgers, or  sons  not  in  the  Master*s  employ,  residing  in  the  house  the  Servant 
shall  pay  the  Master  the  sum  of  One  Shilling  per  week  each,  which  may  be  deducted  from  any 
wages  due.*' 

Another  agreement  for  a Shepherd  (aged  18),  fixes  the  wages  at  nine  shillings  a 
week,  with  an  additional  forty-five  shillings  ” if  he  shall  have  conducted  himself,  etc 
but  no  house.  There  is  in  this  case  no  stipulation  as  to  the  number  ot  lambs. 
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Servant,  the  Master  shall  have  full  power  to  set  aside  this  agreement,  and  the  Servant 
shall  make  good  any  loss  the  Master  may  sustain  from  either  of  these  causes. 

In  witness  thereof  the  said  parties  have  herewith  set  their  hands:— 

W.  B.  Gauntlett. 

Witness  to  Signatures^  Andrew  Couzens. 

Wilfrid  F.  Gauntlett.  Jesse  Couzens. 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  agreement  is  for  the  year  1889-90,  copies  of 
current  agreements  being  impossible  to  obtain,  and  that  Jesse  Couzens, 
although  employed  to  do  the  work  of  a cowntun,  was  then  under  age. 
But  the  lecturer  with  the  Wiltshire  Van  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
the  above  agreement  with  that  for  the  year  1892-93,  and  found  that  the 
only  difference  in  the  latter  case  was  that  the  weekly  wage  was  fixed  at 
10/-,  the  cowman  having  by  this  time  attained  to  the  dignity  of  man's 
estate.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  agreements  presume  a working 
week  of  seven  days ; it  will  be  noted  that  no  limit  is  fixed  to  the  number 
of  working  hours  per  day.  In  view  of  the  recent  discussions  on  em- 
ployers’ liability,  the  last  clause  of  the  agreement  has  a special  interest. 
The  lad  referred  to  in  the  agreement  lived  in  the  house  occupied  by  his 
father,  a shepherd;  neither  lodging  nor  food  being  provided  by  "the 
master.” 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  League  brought  the  above  agreement  under 
the  notice  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  at  whose  request  a question  was 
addressed  to  the  Home  Secretary  in  the  following  form  : — 

Mr.  Saunders.— To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Departiiient  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a memorandum  of  agreement,  published  in  the  II  eekly  Times 
and  Echo  of  4th  June  last,  between  a farmer  and  a labourer  in  East  Wilts,  binding  the 
servant  to  be  always  at  his  work  at  all  hours  and  times  required  in  his  capacity  of  cow- 
man, and  to  milk  ten  cows  or  more  at  each  milking  for  seven  shillings  per  week,  subject 
to  Hues  of  twopence  per  quarter  of  an  hour  for  being  late  in  the  morning  or  otherwise 
absent,  and  two  and  sixpence  for  any  cow  found  to  be  only  partially  milked  : 

And  will  he  state  whether  such  fines  are  a violation  of  the  Truck  Act  or  otherwise 
illegal ; and,  if  so,  will  he  ascertain  if  such  agreements  are  general  in  East  Wilts,  and 
adopt  measures  to  stop  the  practice. 

The  Home  Secretary’s  reply  was  as  follows  : — 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  memorandum  of  agreement  referred  to.  The 
effect  of  a recent  decision  (Hewlett  v.  .\Uen)  is,  I am  advised,  not  that  fines  are  illegal, 
but  that  deductions  from  wages  on  account  of  fines  are  not  authorised,  and  therefoie  are 
prohibited  by  the  Truck  Act.  I do  not  think  there  is  any  occasion  to  make  any  further 
inquiry  into  the  matter. 

The  Cottage  Homes  of  England. 

Another  question  which  has  come  very  prominently  to  the  front  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  of  the  “ Red  Vans  ” during  1893  is  that  of  the  tenure 
of  labourers’  cottages.  A resolution  passed  at  the  Conference  already 
referred  to*  led  to  a very  extensive  correspondence  with  Members  of 
Parliament  and  others.  A proposed  new  clause,  extending  to  England 
and  Wales  the  provisions  of  the  Labourers  Acts  (Ireland).  1883-1892, 
for  the  erection  and  improvement  of  labourers’  cottages  was  put  down  by 
Mr.  Cyril  Dodd,  Q C,  M.P  , at  the  request  of  the  Conference,  as  an 

Sre  page  7,  rosolmion  No.  4. 
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amendment  to  the  Parish  Councils  Bill,  but  was  struck  out  by  the 
Speaker  as  being  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Bill.* 

That  rural  landlords  should  repudiate  all  the  responsibilities  which 
attach  to  landholding  and  convert  themselves  into  mere  rent-receivers,  is 
no  new  thing.  But  perhaps  in  no  way  has  the  failure  of  landholders  to 
perform  their  duties  affected  the  labourers  more  disastrously  than  in  the 
case  of  the  cottages. 

It  is  an  evil  custom  with  many  landlords  to  let  the  cottages  on  their 
estates  with  the  land.  The  farmer  thus  acquires  a double  hold  upon  the 
men  who  work  for  him.  He  is  not  only  the  work-giver  but  the  house-lord  ; 
so  long  as  he  occupies  the  land,  especially  when  the  “owner"  is  an 
absentee,  he  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  landlord,  temporarily  invested 
with  thearbitrary  powers  of  his  feudal  superior.  If  the  labourer  offends  his 
“ master,"  e.^.,  by  demanding  a “ living  wage."  by  agitating  for  allotments, 
by  voting  the  wrong  colour,  by  showing  sympathy  with  the  " Red  Van  " 
agitation,  or  by  allowing  his  cottage  to  be  used  as  a meeting  place  for  a 
Union  branch,  he  can  be  deprived  of  his  means  of  livelihood,  practically 
without  notice,  and  evicted  from  his  cottage  in  eight  or  fourteen  days. 
This  double  power  is  a terrible  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  rural  sweater. 
In  villages  where  all  or  most  of  the  cottages  are  “tied,”  the  labourers  are 
reduced  to  the  lowest  depths  of  slavery,  f 

It  is  in  Wiltshire  and  Norfolk  that  the  evil  of  " tied  " cottages  is  most 
severely  felt  ; in  the  former  county,  returns  have  been  obtained  from  45 
parishes,  showing  1,660  tied  cottages  out  of  a total  of  2,958  ; in  some  of  the 
villages  every  cottage  is  under  the  control  of  the  farmer  or  farmers  fur 
whom  the  men  work.  The  labourers  contend  that  under  circumstances 
like  these,  the  Parish  Councils  Bill  will  but  mock  them  with  an  empty 
pretence  of  self-government,  for  a vote  not  approved  of  by  the  masters  of 
the  village  will  render  the  voter  workless  and  homeless  within  a fort- 
night. If  the  Liberal  party  means  to  make  the  parish  council  a reality  it 
had  best  be  prepared  for  a life  and  death  struggle  with  landlordism. 

Unfortunately,  it  cannot  be  said  that  things  are  often  much  better 
when  the  landlord  retains  the  cottages  under  his  own  control.  If  the 
landlord  is  neglectful  the  cottages  fall  into  decay,  and,  no  new  ones  being 
built,  the  labourers  and  their  families  dwell  in  ruins,  lit  only  for  bats  and 
owls,  till  their  collapse  drives  iheir  tenants  out  of  the  village. 


* For  detailed  accounts  of  cottage  tenures  see  John  S.  Hamilton’s  letter  in  Daily 
Chronicle,  November  14th,  1893;  “ F.  V."  on  “The  Cottage  flomes  of  England," 
December  i6th,  1893,  and  the  correspondence  arising  theiefrom;  and  George  Edwards 
on  “ Labourers’ Cottages  in  Norfolk,"  Echo  January  3rd,  1894. 

t The  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Woods  and  Forests  are  the  principal  land- 
owners  and  lords  of  the  manor  of  Bishops  Cannings,  Wilts.  They  have  provided 
cottages  of  a much  more  substantial  character  than  is  common  in  the  district,  but  they 
let  out  the  land,  as  other  Wiltshiie  landlords  do,  in  large  holdings,  and  they  let  the 
cottages  with  the  land,  instead  of  retaining  them  in  their  own  control,  and  allowing 
labourers  to  hold  their  cottages  from  and  to  pay  rent  to  the  Crown.  It  is  a jirievous 
scandal  that  a public  departuient  should  thus  hand  over  the  labourers,  bound  hand 
and  foot,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  farmers. 
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“Model"  Villages. 

Yet— so  surely  is  landlordism  twice  cursed ; it  curses  him  that  owns, 
and  him  that  is  owned-it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  ‘^at  the  ^^bojjs 
often  prefer  even  the  neglected  village  slums  to  the  blessings  of  the  mc^de 
village.  The  landlord  who  is  alive  to  the  responsibilities  o h s POsh  on 
without  realising  the  essential  injustice  of  it.  almost  ^ 

into  a benevolent  despot.  -You  musn’t  sneeze  ’'^/^is  jllag^  ^ 
out  the  permission  of  his  lordship’s  agent.”  said  one  of  ® " 

model  villagers.  The  cottages  at  Ardington  (Berks),  at 

are  better  than  the  average,  but  what  about  the  men  who  “ 

There  lies  in  the  League  office  a copy  of  the  agreement  in  force  at  Bulford 

where  Mr.  James  Ledger  Hill— a member  of  the  Shipping  '' 

objects  to  labourers  joining  a union '.—has.  in  his  capacity  ^ ' 

despot,  provided  improved  cottages  (at  an  improved  et- 

usual  covenants  as  to  amount  and  payment  of  rent,  and  agamst  unde^^et 
ting  or  taking  in  lodgers ; and  the  agreement  provides  for  summary 
eviction  for  non-payment  of  rent  within  14  days  of  its  becoming  ue, 

" i^caL  there  shall  be  any  breach  by  the  tenant  in  the  covenants  herein 
contdned.”  are  two  of  the  covenants.  The  landlord  agrees  to  do 

closets  clean,  so  that  no  nuisance  ma>  ar  . . , ’ j . j . The  landlord 

sood  order,  to  the  entire  sfacnon  premises  at  nay  time 

reserves  the  right  for  himself  ot  his  g / - thfreof  and  if  found  necessary, 

betic>cen  the  hours  of  6 a.m.  and  6 p,m.  o vie.v  e i landlord  reserves  to  him- 

fa  leave  notice  of  all  defects  and  repairs 

self  the  right  to  stipulate  what  portion,  if  any,  of  the  garden  shall  Oc  usea  jor 
7floLs%-‘l  the  tenant  hereby  agrees  to  use  sneh  porUon  for  that  purpose  only. 

“Britons  Never  Shall  be  Slaves. 

The  dieeussions  on  the  Parish  Councils  Bill  have  invested  '!■' 
ot  local  selhgoverntnent  in  the  villages  with  special  , 

undisputed  sway,  may  therefore  form  a fitting  conduston  to  the  present 

report.  Two  instances  only  need  be  quoted.  ^ ^ 

The  village  and  parish  of  Stanton  St.  Bernard,  m Bast  Wilts  is  the 
property  of^he  Rt.  Hon.  George  Robert  Charles  «^t  Earl  cjf 
Pembroke  and  Montgomery  and  Baron  Herbert  of  ^ardiffi  J.  • . g 
Steward  of  Wilton  ; of  Carlton  House  Terrace.  London.  ’ 

Salisbury,  and  Mount  Merion.  co.  Dublin  ; and  of  the  Carlton  Eton  < d 

Harrow.  St.  James’s.  Marlborough  and  Travellers’  _Clubs.  Hi  lo  d^ffiip 

is  lord  of  the  manor,  sole  (absentee)  land  “owner.  ^ 

receiver  of  rent  and  tithe.  Of  the  nearly  a.ooo  acres  ^ 

parish  about  40  are  glebe.  The  noble  owner  lets  the  rest  togeth 
with  all  the  cottages,  to  two  farmers.  The  two  farmers,  besides  contro, 
ling  the  cultivation  of  all  the  land  in  the  parish  and  the  tenancy 
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practically  all  the  cottages,  are  the  churchwardens,  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  and  the  school  managers.  One  of  them  has  charge  of  the  rate-book. 
Nothing  could  well  be  simpler  than  this  system  of  parish  government. 
The  labourer  who  wants  to  work  in  the  parish  must  obtain  employment 
on  the  Earl  of  Pembroke’s  land  under  one  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke’s 
two  farmers,  who  will  house  him  in  one  of  the  Earl’s  cottages,  deducting 
the  rent  from  his  weekly  wages.  He  sends  his  children  to  the  "national 
school  (managed  by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke’s  farmers),  and  "goes  on 
Sunday  to  the  church  ’’  where,  under  the  eyes  of  the  two  churchwardens 
(Lord  P’s  farmers  again),  he  " sits  under”  the  clergyman  appointed  to 
the  parish  (by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke).  When  he  gets  too  old  to  work  or 
is  reduced  to  hopeless  poverty  by  misfortune,  he  must  apply  for  poor-law 
relief  to  the  same  two  farmers.  If.  in  spite  of  all  these  arrangements  for  his 
comfort,  he  is  still  discontented  with  his  lot.  there  is  no  building— not  even 
the  schoolroom,  which  is  largely  subsidised  out  of  the  taxes— in  which  he 
can  meet  to  take  counsel  with  his  fellows,  unless  he  first  obtain  the  per- 
mission of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke’s  farmers.  If  the  parish  of  Stanton 
St  Bernard  were  a slave  estate,  owned  by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and 
managed  by  two  overseers  on  the  Earl’s  behalf,  the  condition  of  the  in- 
habitants could  hardly  be  more  completely  one  of  slavery  than  it  is 

to-day.  V u 

The  village  and  parish  of  Compton  Chamberlayne.  near  Salisbury, 

entirely  "belongs”  to  Charles  Penruddocke,  Esq.,  D.L.,  J.P.,  of  Compton 
Park,  Fyfield  and  Baverstocke,  Wilts,  and  Bratton  St.  Maur,  Somerset ; 
and  is  entirely  farmed  by  John  Keevil  and  Walter  Keevil  his  son. 
The  Messrs.  Keevil  control  the  cottages  and  manage  the  schools.  The 
father  is  overseer  and  churchwarden  ; the  son  is  assistant  overseer  and 
clerk  to  the  Burial  Board.  There  is  no  club  or  reading-room  in  the 
parish,  perhaps  because  the  labourers— who  are,  some  of  them,  incredibly 
badly  paid— have  no  time  or  inclination  for  reading  after  they  have  done  a 
long  day’s  work  for  the  farmer  and  put  in  a little  overtime  on  their  allot- 
ments (for  which  they  pay  /j  13s.  4d.  per  acre!) 

The  Landlord  as  Confiscator. 

Another  story  from  a parish  visited  by  the  Van,  and  reported  on  by  the 
Wiltshire  lecturer,  shows  that  the  evils  of  the  leasehold  system  are  by  no 
means  confined  to  London. 

“The  parish  of  Heytesbury  comprises  4.762  acres.  Every  inch  of  land,  other  than 
the  public  road,  is  ‘ owned  ’ by  William  Frederick  A Court  Holmes.  Baron  Heytesbury 
of  Heytesbury  House,  Wilts,  and  Westover,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  of  the  Travelleis  and 

Carlton  Clubs,  London.*  , r .u-  1 • u 

••Lord  Heytesbury  never  disposes  of  the  freehold  of  any  portion  of  his  parish. 

Many  years  ago  his  ancestors  permitted  a number  of  the  parishioners,  for  a consideration 
down  and  an  annual  rent,  to  erect  valuable  buildings  in  the  parish  at  their  own  expense 
on  condition  that  such  buildings  should  become  the  absolute  property  of  the  Lords  ot 
Heytesbury  at  the  termination  of  the  life  or  lives  of  those  concerned.  To-day  there  is 
only  one  house  in  the  place  which  has  not  ‘fallen  in  ’ to  the  Heytesburys.  This  house 
is  occupied  by  a widow,  and  as  the  termination  of  the  lease  is  now  approaching  it  is 
said  that  Lord  H.’s  steward  is  constantly  visiting  the  premises  and  pointing  out  that 
such  and  such  repairs  must  be  done  at  once— of  course,  at  the  tenant’s  exp^se^ 

* The  family  motto  is  Grandescunt  aucta  labote. 


“Thirty  years  ago  there  were  1,200  people  in  Heytesbury;  now  there  are  only 
800,  and  it  is  said  that  in  the  meantime  over  100  cottages  have  been  either  burned  or 
pulled  down. 

“ la  1834  James  Bartlett  purchased  from  Jonathan  Dunn,  of  Heytesbury,  a leasehold 
grocer’s  shop,  the  lease  having  90  years  to  run  subject  to  three  lives.  Mr.  Bartlett  paid 
£221  to  Dunn  and  a quit-rent  of  3 - per  annum  to  Lord  Heytesbury.  He  carried  on  the 
business  of  a grocer  and  genera!  dealer,  making  considerable  additions  to  the  premises. 
In  1851  he  transferred  the  business  to  his  son-in-law,  John  Thorne,  who  spent  over 
£1,000  in  additions  and  repairs  during  his  tenancy  of  23  years.  Mr.  Thorne  retired  in 
1874,  the  business  being  taken  over  by  his  son-in-law,  David  Davies,  who  paid  £500  for 
the  stock.  Mr.  Davies  had  been  apprenticed  in  London  to  a chemist  and  dentist,  and 
to  the  general  business  he  now  added  his  own  profession,  the  annual  turnover  averaging 

between  £3,000  and  £4,000.  During  his  tenancy  Mr.  Davies  has  spent  a iuriher  sum  of 

£300  in  extension  and  repairs. 

“In  1888  the  last  ‘life’  on  the  premises  fell  in  and  Lord  Heytesbury  raised  the 
quit-rent  to  £20,  the  tenant  to  pay  all  taxes  and  execute  all  repairs.  In  addition  to  the 
house  and  business  premises,  Mr.  Davies,  during  the  past  two  years,  has  been  renting 
17  acres  of  land  from  Lord  Heytesbury  at  an  average  rental  of  over  £2  an  acre.  Finding 
it  was  not  profitable  to  retain  the  land  at  this  rent  he  gave  notice  to  the  steward  of  his 
desire  to  relinquish  it.  Lord  Heytesbury  replied  by  giving  him  notice  to  relinquish  the 
tenancy  of  all  the  land  and  premises  at  Michaelmas,  1893.  This  was  a great  blow  to 
Mrs.  Davies,  whose  people  had  lived  on  the  premises  for  three  generations.  She  there- 
fore made  a special  request  that  his  lordship  would  allow  them  to  stay  for  a few  years  longer 
The  steward  replied  that  Lord  Heytesbury’s  decision  was  final  and  irrevocable,  and  the 
noble  lord  himself  declined  to  give  any  reason,  or  to  grant  an  interview,  or  to  enter  into 
correspondence  on  the  subject. 

“Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Davies  was  offered  £300  for  his  fixtures  and  goodwill,  but  on 
approaching  Lord  Heytesbury  for  permission  to  dispose  of  his  own  business,  he  was 
informed  that  his  lordship  could  not  allow  Mr.  Davies  to  arrange  with  anyone  to  be- 
come the  future  tenant. 

“ Meanwhile,  Mr  Davies  had  discovered  that  he  could  not  legally  be  compelled  to 
quit  until  Lady-Day,  1894.  He  is  now  staying  on  until  that  dale,  when  he  and  his  family, 
who  have  lived  on  the  premises  for  sixty  years,  will  be  turned  out  of  his  home,  and 
£2,000— representing  the  cost  of  improvements  and  value  of  goodwill— will  be 
confiscated." 


The  Moral  of  it  all. 

Land  being  the  dwelling-place,  storehouse  and  workshop  of  men — the  natural 
element  necessary  to  labour  and  life — it  cannot  be  treated  us  the  private  property  of 
inaividuals  without  enabling  the  idle  to  live  nfon  the  industrious,  and  giving  to 
individuals  undue  control  of  the  industry,  happiness  and  lives  of  their  fellows,*'— 
(From  the  Manifesto  of  the  English  Land  Restoration  League  ; first  issued 
in  1884.) 
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Examined  ivitli  the  bank-book  and  vouchers  and  found  correct.  SAMUEL  J.  BOYCE, 

London,  gth  February,  1894.  Chartered  Accountant. 
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The  Executive  of  the  English  Land  Restoration  League  earnestly  appeal 
to  all  readers  of  this  Report,  who  find  themselves  in  sympathy  with  the 
work  of  the  " Red  Vans,”  for  contributions  towards  the  maintenance  and 
extension  of  that  work  during  the  season  of  1894. 


Subscriptions  or  Donations  towards  the  Special  ”Red  Van  Fund,”  or 
towards  the  General  Fund  of  the  League,  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged, 
and  should  be  sent  to  the  General  Secretary,  E.L.R.L.,  8 Duke  Street 
Adelphi,  London,  W.C. 
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lEui^Ush  Itaml  iJcstorafion  Itcai^ic. 


OUJECT , The  AUutih\m  of  Lt,\HiUK*r\Uur( 

METHOD:  ThCiiMiU^m  \>f  M taxes  ii/uh  iMn-tn  afhl  the  peoiluets  of  Uihme  and 
the  :arniii}'s  of  labotty » and  the  tnet  ease  of  Uixalwn  ftpon  iand  tkiltws 
nntit  thif  whole  antiual  V*t(ni  of  land  is  taken  in  taxation  jot  public 
purposes. 

MINIMlfM  SUDSCHITTIOS  ' One  ^kilUm;  d Year. 

OFTTCES  ■ a Luke  Stecet,  Adclphi,  London.  \l\C 


BY  HENRY  <.,EuKGE 


'•Taxing  Land  Values*’  ^ --i  (>-  PP-)  * 3^  ^’d  per  loo 

•' Land  and  l*eople“  ..  . .*  (-4  PP  ) * 5S- per  lOo. 

'* Scotland  and  Scolsmeu  ' ..  (-4  PP  ^ •»  " 

'•  Land  and  Taxation  " (Cotiversalion  between  Henr> 

George  and  David  I Jui.lley  Field  ..  it**pp)  " ••  •* 

•*  Progress  anu  Poverty  " (in  paper  covers)  is  (cloth)  is.  od 

" Social  Proulem.s  *'  -.  i.  •• 

••  Protection  AND  Free  Tkade  **  ..  i.  »» 


IS  (id. 
IS  od. 


'The  Conditkin  of  Labour"  (Reply  to  the  Pope’s  Encyclical)  2s  od. 


"The  tjiieer  Side  ot  i.andlordism  ‘ ("  .S/r  Oi^re  de  Covetous") 

By  |.  F Sullivan.  (With  17  Illustrations  by  the  Author)  ..  id. 

*' Uur  Inheritance  in  the  liarth  " By  " Terrigenous  ..  id. 

»•  Mine  Kents  and  Mineral  Royalties  '*  By  C M I^ercy  {10  pp  )••  id. 

••The  Taxation  of  Ground  Values  " By  J.  Fletcher  Moulton, O-C  id 

“Christian  Fconomics,  with  Keicrencc  to  the  Land  Ouestion  " 

By  Albert  SnCF.k,  M P.,  J.P  ..  ••  •• 

“Social  and  Labour  Problems  in  Fnglanil,  and  the  Pdrsi  Stop  to 

their  Solution.”  By  Albert  Si'icer,  M.P.J  P.  ..  ..  id. 

•'The  Land  in  its  Relation  to  National  Prosperity."  By  Albert 
Spicer,  M P.,  J P .1  --  ••  ••  • • 

"The  True  Basis  of  Reform  of  the  Material  Condition  of  the  Poor  ” 

(Addressed  to  Churchmen.)  By  the  Rev  Thomas  Hill,  M A.  2d. 

'•  Local  Rights  and  Interests  of  Farm  Labourers.’’  By  J.  Theodore 

Dodd,  M.  A.  {Spcaal  terms  ni  i/iwntitm  fur  distrihution.)  ..  3d 

••  Poverty,  Taxation,  and  -ihe  Remedy. " By  the  late  Thomas 

Briggs  (214  pp.).  New  Edition  . * . . . . < • <jd. 

•*  The  Land  and  the  Community."  By  ICev  S.  W.  Thackeray, 

M A.,  LLD.  Trin  Coll.,  Cantab  , with  preface  by  Henry 
George.  Post  free  at  published  price  . . . . . , 3s.  6d. 

"Land  and  Labour  An  Fnquiry  into  Ihe  Extent,  Causes  and 
Etiects  of  the  Depopulation  of  the  Rural  Districts.”  Series  of 
Articles  by  Fredk  Verisdf.r,  in  the  C/iMri// i?f/omrr  (1^91). 

Post  free  . . . • • • • • • - . . 2S.  6d. 


j:^Specmcn  set  of  LEAFLETS  free  on  applUiitiou  One  of  ihe  best  aays  to 
help  the  Cause  :s  to  purchase  a small  pand  (\f  the  aboi'e  Leaflets, 
pamphlets,  etc~,  and  to  unUoiak^  tkiir  careful  distkiuution 
“Spread  the  Light!" 
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in  ViUage.’s  and  Town*. 


Why  neit make  Ute  ijieasacfci  bv 


wiiere  you  ^iui  mr*ei  ^iier  work  is.  over  aod  sittoke  your  jJipe 
acd  read  and  disru.ss  ibc:  news  ol  thu  day  ic  ,y‘>ur  -ciub 


room. 


Tulkover  xvbrf  b iin’et^  iKcovvlk'ir<ft  of  the  •.votkers. 


Have  Ivl«s;c  mid  Smgiitf;  and  G-aines  of  ail  kinds. 


Hoiiiyoui  Unioa  Dfieehugs  aod  Jcanwict  y'>uv  business  awny 
(lotM  the  pnbnc  bonso. 


l-'’or  full  informtuion  how  to  do  this,  and  for  Mendel  Rules 
ferr  s*jmh  n CHiito.  svJad  a lencr  to  the 


H.  E.C.. 


Whtrh  is  a k’cderatiim  of  nearly  50)  of  ibesc  Clnb-'J  uud  IftAltiutcs, 
aud  support^  diiti  rnanageti  hj  workmen. 


It  vo«  «'.aa  arrange  a fsieenmg  K».  talk.  ab<jul  starting  a club, 
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INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


T©  THE  WORKERS 

in  Villages  and  Towns. 


Why  not  make  life  pleasanter  by 

STARTING  A WORKMEN’S  CLUB, 

where  you  can  meet  after  work  is  over  and  smoke  your  pipe 
and  read  and  discuss  the  news  of  the  day  in  your  own  club 

room. 

Talk  over  questions  which  atfect  the  welfare  of  the  workers. 

Have  Music  and  Singing,  and  Games  of  all  kinds. 

Hold  your  Union  meetings  and  transact  your  business  away 
from  the  public  house. 

For  full  information  how  to  do  this,  and  for  IVIodsI  Rul©S 
for  such  a Club,  send  a letter  to  the 


WoPl^ing  Club  ^ In^titsutE  Union, 

GLERKENWELL  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.G., 

Which  is  a Federation  of  nearly  500  of  these  Clubs  and  Institutes, 
and  supported  and  managed  by  workmen. 

If  you  can  arrange  a meeting  to  talk  about  starting  a club, 
the  Union  will  send  you  a 

Speaker  Free  of  Charge, 


on  your  applying  to 


B.  T.  HALL, 
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Advertisements.] 

BUSS,  SANDS  & FOSTER. 

- The  - 

Story  of  my  Dictatorship. 

Cbc  latest  Moth  on  tbc  lanb  Question. 

Crown  8yo.,  3s.  6d. 

“A  wide  controversy  is  opened  by  a vigorous  writer  in  reply  to 
whom  it  seems  necessary  that  the  defenders  of  the  present  system 
should  have  something  to  say.”— Scotsman. 

“Certainly  clever  and  eminently  suggestive— if  only  of  a telling 
reply  from  the  other  side.” — Glasgow  Herald. 

“Vivacious  and  interesting.”— Literary  World. 

“ Deserves  to  be  widely  read.” — Labour  Tribune. 

London  : 15  Craven  Street,  Strand. 

The  works  of  CYNICUS. 


{ 


POPULAR  EDITIONS. 


, -.c- 

r 

M £ 
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The  Satires  of  Cynicus Price  3/6 

The  Humours  of  Cynicus  „ 3/6 

Symbols  and  Metaphors » 3/6 

Cartoons,  Social  and  Political  „ 3/6 

(In  preparation,) 

Hand  Coloured  Editions  of  above  are  also  in  Stock.  Prices 

on  application. 

^^B.—Any  Picture  or  Cartoon  from  the  Works  of  CYNICUS  can  be  had 
separately  on  pne  Cardboard,  beautifully  coloured  by  hand,  suit- 
able for  framing  or  for  portfolios,  at  1/-  each,  of  all  printsellers,  dc. 

Also,  Ready  Shortly, 

A SELECTION  FROM  THE  POPULAR  WORKS  OF  CYNICUS, 

Price  i/-,  of  alhBo^sellers, 

CYNICUS  PUBLISHING  CO.,  59  DRURY  LANE.  LONDON.  W.C. 

% 

R.  McAllan,  Printer.  Lvdgate  Circus. 
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